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➢The canonization of cults of St. Cyril and Methodius and the
process of rising of their sacred cults in NMacedonia, is thus closely
connected to the arrival of the original Slavic literary affluence.

➢The capacity to record the artistic expression of their saintly fresco-
depiction became a key task amongst devotees, specially between XI
and XII Century on the territory of Macedonia.
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➢The oldest and probably the first centre where the Cyril and
Methodius cult was confirmed is the city of Ohrid.

➢As an important ecclesiastical and literary centre, Ohrid preserved
its role in one of the most important hearths where the memory of
St Ciryl and Methodius has been cherished for centuries.
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➢At the same time, in Ohrid, as part of the Ohrid Literary School, 
Clement and Naum created distinctive signs of Christianity and 
civilization based on the traditional, spiritual and cultural features 
particular to this region. 

➢St Clement and St Naum’s activity was treated as an activity of 
Christianity in general, and also as a renaissance of the civilization 
of the spiritual events existing in Ohrid region. 
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➢The question of the original St. Clement's creative process is especially followed 
in his literary compositions (rhetorical and hymnographies’ works) dedicated to 
the saints Cyril and Methodius. 

➢For this original works (The Eulogy of Constantine-Cyril, The Eulogy of Saints Cyril 
and Methodius, the Service of Constantine-Cyril and the Service of Methodius), the 
author St. Clement did not possess Byzantine templates, and the works were 
created out of his great respect for his teachers, as the author expresses his 
personal relationship both with the men and their work.

➢These works contributed to the establishment of the cult of Saints Cyril and 
Methodius in the Ohrid region and represent the first holy sermons dedicated to 
Slavic spiritual and educational leaders.
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➢In the process of acquisition of the Slavic cults, a great indicator is
one of the oldest Slavic sinacsar in the Aseman’s gospel, which
represent the choice of general holidays in the Ohrid
Archbishopric.

➢St. Cyril, St Methodius and St. Clement of Ohrid are Slavic sains
whose name are included for the first time in the sinacsar.

➢The Ohrid tradition drew not only on the cult of the first Slavic
educators and their pupils for the purpose, but also on memories
of the early Christian missionaries and martyrs connected with the
Macedonian region.



In the old Slavonic Glagolitic manuscript from the 10th century, which belongs to the beginning 
of the Ohrid literary tradition, the Codex Assemanius, there is a calendar remark with the names 

of St. Ciryl, St .Methodius and of St. Clement



Church „St. Sofia“ in Ohrid, the cathedral of the medieval Ohrid
Archbishopric where the cult of St. Cyril and Methodius was established 
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➢We follow the cults of St. Cyril and Methodius in the oldest wall 
painting in Ohrid and in Prespa region. 

➢The oldest depiction of St. Cyril in wall painting has been identified 
in the Church of St. Sophia, whose frescoes date from the time of 
Archbishop Leo (1037-1056).

➢Next to St. Cyril can be seen the figure of St. Clement of Ohrid.

➢The third saint figure is located just next to St. Clement, it’s 
assumed that it could be St. Methodius as part of the same 
thematic whole (C. Grozdanov).



Fresco in the church „St. Sofia“ in Ohrid since 1045
with the oldest preserved portraits of St. Cyril and St. Clement



Cyril and Methodius heritage in North Macedonia and its 
importance for today’s Europeans

➢The identification of the depictions of Saints Cyril, Methodius and
Clement in the church of St. George in Kurbinovo, Prespa, dating
from 1191, is a very important fact in the study of portraits of the
Thessaloniki brothers. 

➢Cyril and Methodius are painted there on the south wall of the 
nave, slightly facing each other. 

➢The figure of St. Cyril comes after that of St. Cyril of Alexandria 
according to which the Slavic teacher got his monastic name. 



Depictions of Saints Cyril, Methodius in Kurbinovo, Prespa 1191
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➢With high probability confirming that portraits of Cyril and Methodius are in
the church of St. George Monastery in Staro Nagoricane, near Kumanovo
(1316-1318), a large and important monument painted by Michael and
Eutychius.

➢These are two figures of hierarchs, with well-preserved inscriptions
containing the names of Saints Cyril and Methodius, within the Menologue
cycle, in the field of the wall reserved for June 14th and 15th.

➢Although оn June 14th is celebrated the day of St Methodius, Patriarch of
Constantinople (946), but the fact that St. Cyril is painted next to him can only
be justified by the desire to remind the Thessaloniki brothers.



St Clement in the church St Bogorodica Perivlepta (Holly Mother of Good 
Perivlepta in Ohrid) is among the most important Middle-Ages monuments 

in Macedonia painted by Michael and Eutychius



Portraits of Cyril and Methodius are in the church of St. George Monastery 
in Staro Nagoricane, near Kumanovo (1316-1318),  painted by Michael and 

Eutychius
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➢There are a number of art works from the 15th to 17th centuries in
which Saint Constantine-Cyril, painted with the facial features of
Alexandrian Patriarch - Cyril of Alexandria and bearing the
inscription Philosopher, appears in a spiritual whole with St.
Methodius and St. Clement of Ohrid.

➢For example - Cyril and Clement are side by side during the
worship service in the monastery of the Holy Mother of God in
Kalishta (Struga), on the shores of Lake Ohrid (G. Angelicin-Zura).



St. Cyril the Philosopher and St. Clement in fresco painting in the cave church 
„Birth of St. Mother of God“ in the Kalishta Monastery near Struga
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➢Particularly important are the portraits of Slavic saints Cyril and 
Methodius in the monastery of the Holy Mother of God in Slivnica, 
in Prespa. 

➢In the narthex of the same church, unknown  painter presented 
them in 1612, as a part of all Seven Slavic Saints, one by one. It is 
actually the first known picture of the Sedmocislenici/Seven Saints. 

➢ In the altar of the church at Slivnitca, on the south wall, in
1606/1607 Saint Cyril the Philosopher was painted by an
exceptional painter.



St. Seven Slavic Saints, fresco from 1612 in Slivnica monastery, Prespa



Slivnica monastery, Prespa, St. Ciryl and Methodius, detail 
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➢ The earliest depictions of the figures of Cyril and Methodius of the
17th century are found in the monastery church of St. Naum, near
Ohrid.

➢ One miniature made by the hieromonk Constantine Zograph, who
depicted the Sacrifice of Saint Naum, which features of Cyril and
Methodius with their disciples.



The presence of three archbishops over the cathedral of St. Naum - St. Cyril 
and Methodius and St. Clement is a permanent occurrence in the structure of 

this composition in the 18th
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➢The frescoes in the monastery church St  Arhangelos (St. Naum) were painted in XV and 
XVI century, and the today’s frescoes are from the period between 1800 to 1806 were 
painted by the icon-painter Trpo from Korcha. 

➢The most prominent depiction is the fresco painting dedicated to the Seven Saints. 

➢This image of the Seven Saints belong to centric type which exceeds the previous frontal 
representation of Prespa. 

➢In the middle of the performance of the Seventy is Saint Methodius, who places his 
hands on the model of a church that St. Cyril and St. Clement rely on both sides. 

➢The importance given to Saint Methodius in the image of the XVIII Century (except 
where St. Naum is the one in the middle) can be explained by the title of Archbishop held 
by Saint Methodius and the high place he held in Clement's life by Teofilact.



The Seven Slavic Saints  in the monastery church St.  Archangels (St. 
Naum) by Trpo Zograph
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➢The great cultural revival that took place in the eighteenth century
significantly contributed to the creation of the iconography of the
Cyril and Methodius, mostly in terms of the compositions devoted
to their students.

➢During this period there were significant deviations from the
principles of post-Byzantine art by embracing elements of the
Renaissance and Baroque that came from the West.

➢As many believers from the Ohrid Diocese emigrated, cults
towards the Slavic apostles also expanded within the boundaries of
the Austrian monarchy, leading to their presence in iconography.



1. Icon with st. Cyril and Methodius, painted by Gregory Pecanov in 1874. Church „St. Ilija“ in 
the village Dobrejci, Strumica

2. Cyril and Methodius, on a fresco in the monastery temple „St. Mother of God“
in the village Pobozje, near Skopje
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➢Today it is quite certain that Ohrid was the oldest center of the
cult of Cyril and Methodius in the fine arts of the Balkan countries
(C. Grozdanov)

➢The interest for their representation in other cultural centres
later increased, often marked by doubts about the characteristics
of their physiognomy, but always in the search for new structures
from the point of view of composition and themes, which show
high respect and interest for the founders of Slavic culture and
literature.
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➢Looking at the work of Saint Cyril and Methodius from one contemporary perspective, we
can conclude that the transfer of some attitudes, ideas, ideologies and aims valid for a
period of more than 1100 years, in its basic form can represent expansion and mutual
perception of the values and the gains of the civilization for the European nations
nowadays.

➢How crucial and essential the mission of St Ciryl and Methodius is, confirms the fact that
today they are co-patrons of Europe, a recognition given to them by the Vatican in order to
emphasize their importance for the unity of the European people, whose cultural motto is -
unique in diversity.

➢In such cosmopolitanism, which is the essence of Cyril and Methodius' inventories of Unity
among Nations, one considers their meaning for contemporary Europeans.

➢The original Cyrillic-Medieval heritage in Macedonia today is remarkably preserved,
evident and important to the contemporary inhabitants of Europe and represents an
excellent potential for cultural tourism.


